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that it has failed to secure the sympathy and help which
he really deserves. We do not fully understand the
nature and character of the Red Race. The Anglo-Amer-
icans have pressed on them so unmercifully—their inter-
course with them has been of such a nature, that they have
failed to secure their love and confidence.

The heart of the red man has been shut against his
white brother. We know him only by his exterior. We
have judged of his manners and customs, and of his relig-
ious rights and beliefs, only from what we have seen. It
remains yet for us to learn how these peculiar rites and
beliefs originated, and to fathom the motives and true
character of these anomalous people.

Much has been written concerning the red race by mis-
sionaries, travellers and some eminent authors; but the
information respecting them which has thus far been col-
lected, is mainly superficial. It has been obtained mostly
by transient sojourners among the various tribes, who not
having a full knowledge of their character and langunage,
have obtained information through mere temporary obser-
vation—through the medinum of careless and imperfect
interpreters, or have taken the accounts of unreliable
persons.

Notwithstanding all that has been written respecting
these people since their discovery, yet the field for research,
to a person who understands the subject, is still vast and
almost limitless. And under the present condition of the
red race, there is no time to lose. Whole tribes are daily
disappearing, or are being so changed in character through
a close contact with an evil white population, that their
history will forever be a blank. There are but a few
tribes residing west of the Mississippi and over its head-
waters, who are comparatively still living in their primi-
tive state—cherishing the beliefs, rites, customs, and tradi-
tions of their forefathers.



